In November 2017, Oxford, OH joined the AARP network of Age-Friendly Communities (AFCs). The first step in building an action plan through the AARP process is conducting a community needs assessment. Scripps Gerontology Center adapted the AARP Community Survey Questionnaire and mailed surveys to a random sample of 700 Oxford residents aged 50 years and older. The response rate was 46.8%. For seven of the eight domains of livability, individuals were asked how important is it to have particular services in the community (Likert scale) and whether the community provides the services (response options: yes, no, not sure). The responses to these questions were used to calculate a perceived gap score. The purpose of this project was to identify which domains had the largest perceived gaps, then further analyze individual item gaps. The three domains with the largest gaps were transportation (50.6%), housing (47.7%), and health (46.2%). Further analysis of the 60 individual domain items provided information about the type of gap. For example, 84% of respondents found the item "affordable public transportation" important. However, of those who said it is important, 73% perceived a gap in service provision, and 64% of the gap was due to not knowing if Oxford provides it. Communities may interpret a "not sure" gap as an opportunity to restructure how they promote services to older individuals. Implications of this research include proposing different ways of analyzing needs assessment data so AFCs can make efficient and effective changes for older adults to age in place. Ownership rate of smart speakers in the U.S. reaches 21 percent in late 2018, and the growth of the global market is predicted to explode in the coming years. With this trend, there is an increasing expectation that smart speakers can assist older adults to stay independently in their homes as they age. However, there still is a shortage of empirical studies and evidence that these devices can actually be effective in helping older adults age in place. This paper describes a pilot project, Silver Friend, in South Korea, which utilizes a smart speaker, NUGU, to help low income older adults who live alone remain their homes as actively and safely as possible. The Silver Friend project has largely two goals: 1) reducing the older adults' loneliness and 2) improving emergency response via the NUGU's voice recognition and data monitoring system. Initially, the project served 90 older adults who live alone in government-purchased rental housing. This project was a result of a public-private partnership led by a South Korean tech/ telecom giant, SK Corporation, practicing its corporate social responsibility. In South Korea, 15 percent of the population is age 65 and older, and 20 percent of them (approximately 1.5 million older adults) are living alone and/or in need of financial assistance. With the ever-expanding global market for smart speakers, this paper focusing on a case in South Korea describes evidence and a potential policy model in utilizing a smart speaker to help achieve the goal of aging in place. Accessory-dwelling units (ADUs) are one alternative housing arrangement that enable older adults to remain in the home despite functional decline. Functional decline increases with age making older adults more susceptible to loosing independent housing. Involuntary relocation to institutional care can result in a decline of functional health, reduced life satisfaction, impairment of psychological well-being and increased mortality rate. The majority of older Americans (93%) wish to remain in their home for as long as possible. ADUs function to maintain, stimulate and support an older adult as a means to prevent relocation to an institution. The modified environment coupled with adaptable features maintains and supports activities of daily living (ADL) within a familiar place. Under Massachusetts law MGL c. 40A, the state gives authority to cities and towns to adopt ordinances and bylaws to regulate the use of land, buildings and structures. Restrictive zoning laws limit the ability to construct health-promoting built-environments to age-in-community. All 351 Massachusetts municipalities Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) zoning bylaws were coded using the ADU Friendliness Score. Once scored, the 351 municipalities were placed into four categories based off their ADU score; the four categories are poor (0-24), fair (25-49), good (50-74), and excellent (75-100). Eighty-nine municipalities (25%) are in the poor category; thirty municipalities (8.5%) are in the fair category; one hundred and eighty-five municipalities (53%) are in the good category; forty-seven municipalities (13.5%) are in the excellent category. These findings contributed to a model ADU bylaw specific for aging Americans for municipalities to adopt.
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